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Abstract

After the interruption during the so-called Dark Ages, by the 10th cent. BC, Aegyptiaca arrived again into the Greek area (Lefkandi, Fortetsa) thanks to the renewed Aegean-Near Eastern contacts. Around 800 BC Egyptian type objects became more common (Isis grave at Eleusis, Eleutherna, Kommos), but it was only during the Late Geometric Period that we are faced with a wholesale presence of such imports (Eretria/Euboea; Campania/Great Greece).
The Aegyptiaca are mainly scarabs, faience figurines in the shape of Egyptian divinities and symbols as well as faience vases. Besides Egyptian imports also Asiatic and Aegean imitations met the requirements, the Aegean ones especially in the 7th cent. BC (Rhodes, Miletus, Perachora etc.). The archaeological contexts (votive deposits, graves) teach us that the magical effect of those small Aegyptiaca concerned primarily female fertility and the protection of the young child. Moreover we have to do with Egyptian bronzes, above all with the numerous pieces of the 25th and 26th dynasty found in the Samian Heraion.


From the Egyptian faiences arose the Archaic Greek faiences as a Greek Orientalising genre of art (end of 8th to 6th cent. BC). In the first half of the 6th cent. we encounter the products of the faience factory located at Naukratis (Western Nile Delta) throughout the whole Mediterranean.


Special aims of our research should be the following items: 1) to register the findings as clearly and comprehensively as possible; 2) to define production groups and eventually work shops; 3) above all to understand the relevance of the popular Egyptian magic (a part of the Egyptian popular religion) accepted in the Greek world of the Iron Age on certain places with good overseas relations. Furthermore it will be necessary to work out the differences to the manifold Egyptian cultural values of the Phoenician and Punic cultures. 
